By Gerry Wentz 
FLORIDA SKIP 


William L. Vandal, W4LPD was honored by the ARRL 
for fifty years membership in the organization. A native of 
Souix Falls, South Dakota, Bill first got his amateur license 
in 1942. He became an instructor with the Army Air Corps 
Training Command where he got his commercial 1st Class 
Radiotelephone License. 


In 1976 he went to Durban, in the province of Natale, 
South Africa and worked there for four years. While in 
Africa he got the license ZSSYA and it was from there that 
he acquired his DXCC. Bill chuckled as he told me, ‘‘The 
Post Office gave the exams and only required 12 WPM.”’’ 


Throughout his life, Bill has been active in the Boy 
Scouts of America in the United States and in Africa. He has 
been a Scoutmaster and has two sons that are Eagle Scouts 
and have their God and Country Merit Badges. His daughter 
has her Curved Bar in the Girl Scouts of America and 


teaches adult men the techniques of scouting. However, none 
of his three children is a ham. 


Like many of us, Bill has his degree in a field virtually 
unrelated to the career field. He graduated from the State 
‘University of New York with a degree in Industrial Arts. 
When the war came along, Bill found himself teaching code 
and theory at Scott Field. He then took a job with Honeywell, 
flying on B-1lls, 24s, and AT-lls as a Flight Control 
Systems Teacher. He entered the Navy and was sent to Radio 
Materiel School. He retired from the Navy as a Commander 
and it was then that he -began his real vocation and interest; 
Environmental Test Engineering. 


Bill explained that his occupation basically involved the 
testing of aircraft under various conditions and subjecting 
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William L. Vandal (W4LPD) is presented the ARRL 50-year 
Award by Assistant Director SE Florida Section W. R. Doc” 


Staples (W4SME). -FLORIDA SKIP Photo 


them to many different elements. ‘‘The word, ‘Environmen- 
tal’ today connotes a totally different pursuit,’’ he noted. He 
worked for North American Aviation, McDonald Douglas, 
Ford Motor Company and finally came to roost with Harris 
Corporation in Melbourne, Florida where he retired in 1988. 
Before leaving Harris, he designed and set-up an Environ- 
mental Test Laboratory that was a model for the industry. 


Bill is predominantly an SSB operator and used to work a 
lot of teletype. He has served as State Coordinator for 
Missouri and was very involved in handling traffic during the 
Vietnam conflict. He has earned WAS and DXCC. Bill tools 
around in a 32’ motorhome fully equipped with radios and 
loves to extoll the virtues of his working Collins S-Line 
transmitter. 


FLORIDA SKIP extends its congratulations to Bill 
Vandal, W4LPD, who exemplifies a standard of achievement 
in the amateur radio service, public service and industry that 
few people could ever hope to acquire. 
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SILENT KEYS 


We regret to report the passing of the following Florida 
Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify FLORIDA SKIP 
of any silent keys in your area. 


W4EGB - Hank Webster © 
K4FEI - Raymond W. Andrews, Lakeland 
W2NEB - Jack Becker, Ft. Lauderdale 

47 'B4RSC - Floyd J. Frisby, Lakeland 

J4GH - Harry ‘‘Duke’’ Dukas, Miami 
; re Wade Griffin, Lake City 

_ N4AL - Al Coya, Miami 

—WB4CKT - Tom Middleton, Hollywood 
N40EI - Wilfred ‘‘Bill’’ Pleu, Melbourne 
K4DD - Myron Brown, Melbourne 
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Gerry (KC4EHT), Managing Editor 


I sure wasn’t prepared for the avalanche of calls and letters 
commenting on my first efforts at producing the FLORIDA 
SKIP. Thankfully, most of them were positive and I recéived a 
few new ideas to boot. That’s what communication is_ all 
about; be it by morse code, voice or the printed word, 


I was dismayed at the error in Dave Brower’ 3; extremely 
important article. I wanted to get the information out as 


quickly as possible because of its potential impact on other 


amateur operators. But then, what better way is there to 
prevent the M.E. from getting a case of over-confidence than 
to blow the big one? And the first one! 


One of the ideas that struck me as neat was to periodically 


have a ‘‘FLORIDA SKIP’’ contest. The contest could be 
‘structured such that a participant would get points for contacts 


with other Skippers. There would be a roving FLORIDA SKIP 
Contest Station and one would get a bonus for contacting the 
SKIP. Station. Of course, contacts with non-Skipper stations 


- would count for points but’ not as much as with fellow 
' Skippers. We could award T-shirts, mugs, medals, mosquito 


spray, certificates, or any number of things to be determined at 


the time. It sounds like it might prove to be a logistical 


nightmare but it might even prove to be fun. I would be 
interested in any feedback from val on this, 


Many of our fellow amateurs are involved in “projects that 


take them all over the world. As is the case with most hams, 
, they seek ways to play radio while there and get in 
other amateur operators in the area, There are many 


lved with 
nteresting 
human interest stories of this*nature waiting to be told and 
FLORIDA SKIP would be interested in hearing them. This 


_month we have an article about ham radio on Andros Island. I 


have a series of articles written by John Weatherley (AB4ET), 


formerly G3KQL (Still active), G3KQL portable 4 (18 years), 


VKSQL and VK1QL (Australia), A4XFX (Sultinate of Oman), 


~ST2QL (Democratic Republic of Sudan), and G3KQL portable 
‘TT8 (Chad). John, a native of the UK, has stomped the world 


over searching for paradise, AND trying to earn a living. A 


“program manager for ETS Corporation in Melbourne, John’s 
projects have taken him just about everywhere except into 


orbit. He has some wonderfully interesting stories that I will 
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Doc (WASMB), Editor 


From DOC, W4SME...FPTN NET MANAGER. Sure 
and be Gorrah ye ole month of March started out with a 
Hoop and a Hollah. And Saint Patty was fine until band 
conditions, storms and atmospheric noise just about blew us 
all away. We had antennas flying all over the place and poor 
Blaine had to even resort to a vertical. Jose, he tie himself to 


da tower. Let me tell ya Matey, things was mighty bad; but 


darned if we didn’t survive. Fact of the matter, we DONE 
GOOD. 1152 stations checked in during the month with an 
average of 37 per session. During those 31 sessions, we 
handled 361 pieces of traffic averaging 11.6 pieces per 
meeting; an that was under lousy conditions, A tip o’ the hat 
to the NCSs who showed patience, courtesy and perseverance 
in getting the sending and receiving stations together. A 
demonstration of great finesse! And a bigger bunch o’ violets 
to all them Leprechauns of the Net who went jumping from 
freq to freq trying to copy the traffic. Ayeee, give me a 
break, ‘tis a mean job you gave me as Net Manager, trying to 
tame the Lassies and Laddies. Me coronaries are still in 
spasm! Now for the good news: The HONOR ROLL for 
March recognizes; KI4CQ, KO4DR, KD4IVP, N4JAQ, 
WA4JDH, KB4MON, K4NKA, W4SME, WA9VND, 
KB4WCX, WB4WYG and WB4ZVD. Eleven stations joined 
the net 90% or better; WD4DAH, WA4EIC, WA4EYU, 
NR2F, NT4K, K4KIC, WA4QXT, KB4RTG, WB9SHT, and 
WB4TZR. Congratulations to all. KB4FIY of Munroe has 
been playing hookey having fun fishing the waters of 
Alabama. KB4GEO, Denny has had to live with his antenna 
problems. KQ4LC, Don has had to demit for personal 
reasons, N2AOX, has made near perfect attendance as a 
traveler, and Bob, WN4IIV has had a rough time physically 
with an inner ear problem and we wish him a speedy 
recovery. An let’s all congratulate Helen, KA4DCA on her 
promotion to a Supervisory position. And, I bet you thought 
that I had forgotten the GOLDEN COOKIE AWARD??? Ha 
Ha. Would you believe that Charlie, K2GNZ scoffed it up on 
the 27th of March with N4KFU as NCS. Nifty piece of 
footwork Chas, I'll have to walk behind you and catch the 
crumbs. ‘Twas a fine day spent in Orlando at the Hamcation, 
seeing so many members of the net. Those who couldn’t 
make it, you were missed. And the Traffic Handler’s 
Breakfast had a good turnout as usual. Don’t forget, you who 
take the time to read this column, be assured FPTN is a 
family of Traffic Handlers. We have lots of great times 
together doing what we enjoy doing most -Communicating. 
Come join us any morning at 0655 local on 3940 Khz, you’re 
always welcome. That’s 30 for now es 73 de DOC, W4SME. 


From MORT...WX4H, NET MANAGER, FMTN...As I 
write this, North Florida is undergoing some terrific weather; 
the lightning has been unreal and reception at noon time has 
been ear bustin. I sure hope that none of you suffered any rig 
or shack damage with all the terrible storms that we have 
had. During the month we have had the pleasure of 
welcoming some new people into the Net. To mention a few, 
Chris, AC4LM of Alabama has joined the Net, Wayne, 
KASHOV of Durant, FL., Jack, KCO9WS of Tarpon Springs, 
Nick, KO4GN of Davis Isl, Tampa, John, W2ZNR of Tarpon 
Springs, Frank, KD4EVP of Ocala, Floyd, N4FL of Ft. 
Lauderdale and Dan, KD4TKM. WELCOME to each and 
every one of you, and thanks for bringing the traffic and 
taking traffic! 
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Many of you Net Members are good CW OPS and go to 
CW Nets. Many times we need Liaison to QFN and FMSN. 
Won’t you please help the FMTN when there is no OUTLET 
station for traffic on frequency; pick up the traffic and take it 
to the next DOWN CYCLE Net or to QFN. Think how much 
faster traffic will move if you volunteer to take the traffic. 
PLUS you add to yourSAR! 


A tip of the hat to NR2F for his help from Brooksville, 
but the Net needs more than just ONE station to carry the 
load to that geographical area. Some of you readers please 
drop by at 1150 Local time and join FMTN in it’s warmup 
session, then stay with us on 7247.5 (+/- for the regular Net. 
session that starts at 1200 local, 365 days of the year. We 
still need to fill Liaison slots for both 4RN and RNS. Please 
send me a message that you will act as Liaison for the Net; 
your participation will be greatly appreciated! Again I ask 
you to send me information about what you are doing, have 
you upgraded?..Do you have a new Rig?.. WHATEVER ! 
This is your column and I would like to be able to recognize 
all of you that work so hard to make FMTN a GREAT Net. 
THANKS es 73, MORT, WX4H 


From EARL, K4FQU... Net Manager, SWFTN. The 
days are getting longer, daylight saving is with us and it’s 
beginning to look like spring has sprung ! The rains have 
started to fall, the ‘“SNOWBIRDS”’ are flying north, GOOD 
FRIDAY and EASTER have passed and the mass exodus has 
BEGUN! March was a good month for SWFIN with 634 
Checkins in 27 Sessions ( Avg 23.5) up 54 over February! 
However, traffic was off slightly from February at 114 
messages passed (Avg 4.37) but we can expect the usual 
decline in March each year. April with EASTER Traffic 
should give the Net a boost as we settle in with the Regular 
list of stations and Liaisons for the long hot summer. As Net 
Manager I want to especially thank all of the Net forgpannet 
in which the Net operates and the way that stations are 
bringing and taking traffic. Along the same vein, I want to let © 
the Members know that the Net now has several new Net 
Control Stations. And, I want to thank them for answering 
my pleas for help! This added NCS staff will put our summer 
Nets in pretty good shape. With summer on the way and the 
threat of the usual afternoon thunder-bumpers, PLEASE 
..ALL OF YOU... take the necessary and vital precautions of 
providing the best possible ground system that you can 
construct. Don’t forget to use a good quality of surge 
protection on ALL of your primary AC circuits. Save' those 
costly repair bills! Keep the traffic coming and if you have a 
friend on VHF who isn’t a member of SWFTN encourage 
him to join us in the FUN!... 73/88’s, EARL, K4FQU 


FROM BOB, KC4ZHF...Asst. NET MANAGER, 
SEFTN. This is our first opportunity to report on the 
activities of SEFTN in SKIP and we look forward to 
becoming a regular. SEFTN meets daily on 146.79/19 at 
2300 UTC. During the month of March, 1114 stations 
checked in with an average of 36 per session. 291 pieces of 
formal traffic were passed on the net averaging almost 10 
messages per meeting. Average time per session was 56 
minutes and our message handling time was slightly more 
than 5 minutes per message. March was the 66th consecutive 
month in which 1000 stations checked into the net. Bob 
Berry, N4QER - CONGRATULATIONS - you became 
#1000 on the 29th of March. SEFTN will hold its 
semi-annual picnic on April 24th. Hours are from noon until 
1500. Talk-in will be via 146.79 and reservations are 
recommended. Location is the Veteran’s Park, Lauderhill. 
Y’all come. See you on SEFTN 146.79. Come by and join 
the net. 73, Bob, KC4ZHF ; 


Ed ((K4IA), Editor 


Gator Net Manager Dan, W4DL Writes: Andy 
(W4IYT), with video work increasing, and after 36 years as 
EC and about 35 years as Editor of FLORIDA SKIP, is 
turning over the SKIP to Gerry, KC4EHT in Melbourne. 


Charley, WA4EYU was jogging too fast to catch, but 
Mrs. Humber says after two hip replacements, she has no 
need of her cane. 


Mae, W3CUL and Al, W3VR say they are getting 
healthier by the minute with fat below normal and a blood 
sugar of 108. The storm missed their 20 meter beam and the 
rotator. 


Chris, N4EKC is back with guests from Wisconsin and 
Indiana aboard. They started for the Bahamas, met high seas 
and winds, and wound up anchored at Lake Worth. The 
guests ended up shopping. 


George, K4JI is juggling pain killers to beat arthritis. Was 
a winner though in eliminating pesky driveway ants. 


Dan, W4DL put his old 220 linear out of service until 
four pages of modifications are accomplished. Put up new 
80/40 dipole. And, signed up for a trip on Amtrak from 
Miami to Los Angeles in August. 


Gerry, KC4EHT say he is enjoying checking into his first 
CW net. He is putting up a dipole for 40 meters but has some 
problems with a tree that is 5 feet too close. 

- 73, Dan 


QFN Reported by Rip, AA4HT: March traffic and 
checkins dropped slightly from our February totals but was 
still higher than March last year. Great to have Ed, K4IA 
back on QEN. He had eye surgery during March and had to 
take a little time off to recuperate. It is about time for some 
of our winter visitors to return home. We wish them a great 
summer and look forward to their return this fall. 


The net is still looking for volunteers to help out as net 
controls and region net reps. Joe, N4KFU has stepped 
forward and volunteered to be NCS on Thursday’s early 
session. Joe is located in Sarasota and will be a welcome 
addition to our NCS ranks. Some of the other current net 
controls and net reps have had those positions for quite a 
while and would be happy to share them with you. We 
currently have an opening for an RNS rep on Saturday. Also 
a net control for late session on Thursdays, so try it - you 
will like it. See you on QFN, 3651 KHz at 7 & 10 PM EDT 
daily. 

- 73, Rip 


FMSN Reported by J.B., KC4ECA: The Medium Net 
Maestro did it again. Mr. O. B., WC4D QNI 31 times in 
March. Closely followed by Miss Laura, WA9VND with 29 
check-ins. I also want to thank O.B. for taking the net reports 
during the week that I was bike tripping. It is good to see 
George, KI4UW coming from Dade City regularly now. I 
won’t ask for you QTH anymore, George. Don K1VUW 
checked in once but.I didn’t get his location. Please let me 
know, Don. 


Howie, N2WX took over as QEN rep for W4WJK while 
Steve made a California trip. It is good to see Ed, K4IA back 


again strong as ever after eye repair. He has given me some 
good pointers on copying 4RN in QRN and they work. 
AB4XK, Chet in Eagle Lake near Winter Haven is a regular 
now with a bushel of traffic - great job Chet. 


I received a nice resume from Don Cale, N4IWO in 
Seven Springs near New Port Richey. Don got his radio 
experience with the Army Signal Corps during WWII, then 
put radio aside until 1983 in favor of U. S. Steel Corp. at 
Homestead. He was chemical lab supervisor in the metallur- 
gical department for 32 years. No amateur radio and golf get 
equal time. Don has been involved with QFNS, FMSN and 
QEN since 1984. So thank you Don for the information. 


We sorely need an outlet for Brooksville. If anyone has a 
packet or 2 meter connection there please step in for that 
traffic. Please be alert to the switch to 40 meters on 7061 


soon. 
- 73, JB 


Hints from K4IA: The following has been discussed 
before, however with increasingly poor band conditions, 
touching on a few hints for better copying may help. 


Reduce the desensing effect of QRN crashes by turning 
back the RF GAIN as far as possible. Good results are 
possible if you use a slow AGC setting, and advance the AF 
GAIN a bit. Any reduction of receiving bandwidth will help 
as long as the signal readability is not affected. 


Improvements are possible by trying another receiving 
antenna, as well as using a digital noise reduction device. 
The best receiving antenna, as well as using a digital noise 
reduction device. The best receiving situation is obtained by 
trying various arrangements while waiting your turn on a net. 
Always use headphones. : 

- 73 Ed, K4IA 


TRAFFIC HOUNDS - MARCH, 1993 
by Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK 


QNI AVG. QTC AVG. SESS MGR 


648 Bs AA4HT 

361 i W4SME 

295 : WX4H 

291 . KD4GR 
WB4QKI 
W4DL 
KC4ECA 0.44 
WD4KBW0.27 
K4FQU_ 0.19 
KD40BO 0.12 
N4SGQ___0.09 
WB4GCK 0.29 
NR2F 0.04 
WA4NDA 0.12 
N4ZYB_ 0.03 
WA4PFK 0.31 
K4ZK 0.05 


TOTAL 2789 TOTAL 0.32 


LATE FEB: 


S01 334°. 2321509 N4ZDD 
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ANDROS ISLAND AND AMATEUR RADIO | 


- by Al Johnson, WA4CRV/C6A 


Our neighbor, Andros Island is only 175 miles from 
Miami and was recently labeled by the PALM BEACH 
POST as being, ‘‘Where high-tec meets laid back.”’ 


Andros Island is 110 miles long and 40 miles wide at its , 


widest point and is the largest but least populated of the 
Bahamas Islands. It is primarily and undeveloped island 
comprised of unimproved residential areas. It does not 
promote tourism trade and it’s seldom found on tourist- 
recommended lists. No tour ships come to Andros. 


AUTEC stands for the 
Evaluation Center. It is operated by the U. S. Navy and is 
located on Andros Island, Bahamas where the U. S. Navy 
and its NATO allies test their advanced torpedoes, sub- 
marines and aircraft techniques in war games of hide- 
and-seek between the good guys and bad guys. 


Atlantic Undersea Test and 


The Tongue of the Ocean on the east side of Andros is a 
unique geologic feature where water depths drop to more 
than 6000 feet. It is like a big sand box that provides security 
from outside noises and a place where the Canadians, The 


U.S. and the British bring their sophisticated undersea ee to 


play. 


I call it a sandbox because recently in one undersea test, 
the good guys, that had the mean test torpedo that was 
supposed to be under control, failed and the torpedo actually 
came in contact with the submarine. The bad guys in the sub 
got angry because it hit the sub and was not guided away. 
The good guys would not concede because the torpedo went 
straight to the sub and scored a hit. So the bad guys took 
their football (Sub) and went home. 


Most of the AUTEC employees live on Andros Island in 
provided house trailers or block houses. The company 
provides complete support of the base operations as in a 
small city as well as outlying tracking sites and ranges. 


Fishing, snorkeling and swimming absorbs most of the 
free time allotted for recreation. 


Among the ironies of the life style on Andros is that while 
the island offers and abundance of fresh seafood for the 
taking, the government requires the mess hall food to carry a 
USDA stamp. So the seafood served is received frozen from 
the states. Late evening cooked lobster parties are common in 
backyards. 


While the Bahamian Government does have reciprocal 
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amateur radio station licenses equivalent to our General © 
Class, they do not recognize any of the other classes of 
license. Consequently, the entire amateur radio frequency 
spectrum is available to the Bahamian Amateur. The system 
used in awarding call signs to reciprocal licenses are simply 
by adding a ‘‘/C6A’’ to one’s current American FCC license. 


Some of the conditions governing the granting of the 
reciprocal license include: Messages may be exchanged only 
with other amateur stations and shall relate solely to the 
licensee’s private affairs, but not business. 


It is expressly prohibited to use one’s station for 
advertising or business purposes. The sending or receiving 
news or messages of persons other than the licensee or the 
person with whom he is communicating, is not allowed, 


A running record shall be kept in a book form much like 
our ARRL log book form. 


The station shall be subject to and open for inspection at 
all reasonable times by duly authorized officers of the 
Bahamas Telecommunication Corporation (BTC). 


Other conditions are much like the conditions laid out by 


our FCC to ensure good operating practices. None of the 


conditions are unreasonable except that it would be nice to 
have third party traffic phone patch privileges to the states. 


250 Watts PEP is the maximum power allowed with all 


- available emissions but the advantage of transmitting across 


open water and good line of sight conditions, 250 watts 
proves to be sufficient. Good RST reports (send and receive) 
are normal. 


The AUTEC Amateur Radio Club was formed to support 
all amateur interested in upgrading to General Class. The 
club members were all American except for one local 
Bahamian school teacher who lived off base in Andros 
Town. The club was awarded the call C6AGV in Wivcmber, 
1992 and now consists of both licensed and non-licensed 
members. The club antenna farm consists of one 75 meter 
flat dipole with a 17 meter inverted vee, fed from the same 
coax feed point at about 35 feet. Another trapped dipole 
provides coverage on 80, 40, and 15 meters. A Kenwood 
TS-430 running at 100 watts provides the main transmission 
source. 


Two-meter activity is not yet operational but with a 
Kenwood 711 and an eleven element beam on hand, the club 
is looking forward to making contact with the Nassau 
repeater on a regular basis. Hopefully we will be able to hit 
the Miami, Key West and West Palm Beach repeaters in the 
near future. 


The club station can be heard each weekend mainly on 17 
meters working under the club’s call of C6AGV. The new 
club is always looking for new contacts and welcomes the 
exchange of QSL cards to decorate our club room wall. 


Hurricane Andrew drew attention to the fact that other 
forms of emergency communications may be required. The 
AUTEC Amateur Radio Club may someday be called upon 
to provide that need, God willing, we will be ready. 


If anyone is looking for a new and somewhat rare C6 
contact, look for C6AGV, Andros Island, Bahamas. The club 
members are always looking for a good ole-fashioned rag 
chew. 


ED NOTE: This sound like a fun contact. to try for. I 
would be interested to hear from our readers if they make 
contact with C6AJV. 
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Eli Nannus (K4JMRH), Editor 


FLORIDA STATE QCWA NEWS 


I could use a few more chapter reports this month. 
FLORIDA SKIP gives QCWA this space so let’s use it. All I 
need is your Secretary’s Report. Our northern members will 
be heading north in the very near future. We hope you have a 
pleasant trip, stay healthy and we will see you next winter. 
Be sure to be back in time for the QCWA National 
Convention to be held on October 29, 30 1993 in Clearwater. 
See pages 26 and 27 in the QCWA Spring K Journal for all 
the information on the convention. Be sure to register early. 
A very fine program is planned. We wish the new Editor of 
FLORIDA SKIP Gerry Wentz, KC4EHT a most successful 
term as the new editor. 


SUNCOAST CHAPTER 


We held our regular monthly meeting at the House of 
Chong in Sarasota on March 4th and there were 47 members 
and guests present. It was reported that President Art Miligan 
W8KW is now at home doing well although he was still 
weak. It was announced that Victor Gomes W4DN is a Silent 
Key. A donation will be sent to QCWA in his memory. The 
Secretary and Treasurer gave their reports. 

Reported by Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF 


PELICAN CHAPTER 


We had a good turnout at our March meeting with 35 
members and guests. Several first time new members Jarvie 
Mullins WA4GJH and xyl June, WA4MZM and Bill Reiss 
KK4XI of the Pinellas Emergency Response Team. Our 
special guests were Carrie Eastman and Kathryn Iversen were 
present to pin their late husband’s QCWA pins to the chapter 
banner. Con, W4PCO gave a prayer for the departed. 
Kathryn and Carrie made a few remarks in memory of Reg 
and Ray. Program chairman Hal Fox W3AA introduced the 
speaker for the meeting, Mr. Leonard Doran, Director of the 
Bayfront Health Foundation. He gave a complete report on 
the Bayfront Hospital and its services to the community. 
They now have helicopter services to anywhere in Pinellas. 
Another new member is Robert Hamel WA4CVC. During a 
recent storm, our repeater on 145.29 was off the air due to 
the antenna being blown down. However it was back on the 
air the next day. , 

Reported by C. Gramm (KB4ZB), Secretary 


GATOR CHAPTER 


At our March meeting, there were 36 members and 
guests. As usual, the state of Ohio was also having their 
yearly meeting at Staceys. However, we were able to have 
our usual meeting although it was a bit noisy in the 
restaurant. Our program was given by Dr. Heyward Mathews, 
Marine Biologist, St. Petersburg Junior College. It was a very 
interesting talk with slides on how the state was building 
artificial reefs in the ocean around the Florida coast line. He 
described how they gathered all kinds of heavy material and 
stuck it in the ocean. It makes the fish happy to find such a 
nice home and of course the fishermen are also happy. Wes 
Randles, W4COW advised that the Board will be meeting on 


April 16 and 17th at Eugene, OR. Corrine Bridge displayed 
the doll which will be raffled off at the QCWA National 
Convention. We welcomed a new member Robert Kinney, 
W4BB and we are glad to have him aboard. We congratulate 
our new program chairman Bill Bell, K4AVH for some very 
fine programs. Another new member Harry Bloechle, K4WP 
was welcomed to the fold. He is also a member of Pelican 
Chapter. A member, John Smith, W4AGC is home from the 
hospital after breaking his leg and is doing quite well. 
Reported by Eli Nannis, K4JMH 


PALM BEACH CHAPTER 4111 


We had an excellent turnout of twenty-six members and 
guests at the last meeting. Everyone enjoyed a nice buffet at 
the North Palm Beach CC dining room. 


President Bob McDow, W4KOG reviewed a very glowing 
article from the Jan/Feb issue of SENIOR LIFE about our 
chapter member Claude Kelly, K40GS. The article covers 
Kelly’s many interests in various social and political 
activities on a world-wide scale and stresses his deep 
involvement in amateur radio. 


The main business of the meeting concerned the discus- 
sion of the upcoming QCWA National Convention in St. 
Petersburg next October. All members were encouraged to 
attend if possible, and a chapter contribution was approved to 
help support the convention expenses. 


The next meeting will be at the North Palm Beach CC 
dining room on April 27. Please come and bring a guest. 
73 and 88. Bob McDow, W4KOG 


TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS MARCH 1993 
by WA4PFK and WX4J 


Total Station Total 
Le, W3CUL 2855. 11 AA4HT 257 
2 WX4H 1246 12 WA4PFK 247 
3 W3VR 1142 13 NR2F 217 
4 WAIVND aLy 14 K4ZK 212 
S WA4QXT 654 15 K4EUK 205 
KB4WBY 444 16 AB4EA 203 


KD4ELI 193 
W4DL 190 
KA4FZI 171 
KC4ECA 169 


WD4IIO 417 17 
K4SCL 414 13 
367 
265 


2% Wears a Maan? 
Got A question? 
Write 


159 E. 16th Street 
Eugene, OR 97401 
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OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB NEWS 


Everyone should have received their copy of Spark Gap 
Times by now, so you will all be aware of the proposed 
changes to the Constitution and the By-Laws in order to 
update the dues and distribution system for the newsletter. 
For all of you members who have put it off, you only have 
until the end of April to renew you membership at the old 
rate. After May Ist, it will cost you $10.00 a year for the 
annual membership, Also, be sure you fill out your ballot and 
get it back in the mail so you can be counted. 


Hope everyone has survived the lousy weather we’ve been 
having. I’ve heard of a lot of antennae damage as well as 
other damage. Hope yours was all minimal. Sounds like Bob, 
W4NWFEF found the trouble with his amplifier. He was back 
up to his usual good signal the last couple of weeks. Want to 
wish the best of luck to ‘‘Good Uncle John’’, W4GUJ who 
went in for some replacement parts last month. Hope he’s 
back up and around, 


The QCWA National Convention is being held this year 
in St. Petersburg. Please help the Gator and Pelican Chapters 
in any way you can to ensure a successful operation and plan 
on attending if you can. 

73 - CU Next Month, Bob McDow, W4KOG 


KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE 
3910 Kc Sunday Morn. 1230Z - 0730 EST 


Boy oh boy !!! The things you do to make sure you don’t 
lose your place on the Sunday roster....There we were in the 
motorhome, sitting there all exposed to the elements, over on 
the edge of Lake Okechobee near Lakeport. The wind was 
blowing a mile a minute and the rain was comin’ in sheets 
and I’m trying to get up an antenna so I can check into the 
“ net on time or I’ll lose my spot. You gotta be NUTS !!! But 
on the other hand, I was the next in line to be ‘‘NUMERO 
UNO”’ (By the time you read this, I’ll be back at the rear of 
the pack....) 


I’m not the only one with a tomato fetish. Marion, 
KC4MFT reports that she and husband Doug, N4SLS are 
planting their tomatos but they’re doing everyone one better 
and are growing tomatos and potatoes on the same plant! 
When I heard that I went out and pulled my old common 
maters out of the ground. 


We have to welcome two new Knights to the Order this 
month. Marvin Borngraver, WC2G was knighted on the 28th 


of February and Elmer West, WU2S was dubbed on March . 


28th. Marv and Elmer are Knights 522 and 523 respectively. 


It’s with a very deep sense of sadness that I tell you that . 


our friend and fellow Knight, Harry ‘‘Duke’’ Dukas, KI4GH 
became a silent key on March 20. Duke will be missed by all 
who enjoyed his presence on eighty meters. 


73, 88 - Bob McDow, W4KOG 
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By Gerry Wentz (KC4EHT) 


‘*A couple of years ago I wanted to find out about QRP so 
I ordered a book on the history of QRP and got interestr ”’ 
said Art Brittingham, W4MPT, as we chatted in one of ¢ 
a dozen small pavilions in Ballard Park in Melbo 
Florida. ‘‘I wanted to find out more about QRP sol w 
over to see George Levingston, WA4NBE, (silent key) and he 
insisted that I take his HW8 and try it out.’’ George and Art 
started meeting for coffee and then would go over to Art’s 
dock on Merritt Island and work some QRP. Later, they 
would go to Ballard Park and soon a few other guys got 
interested. What started as an occasional meeting of two men 
evolved into a loosely knit group that, to this day, meet for 
breakfast every Tuesday morning, then head for the park to 
set up their equipment and work QRP. . 


Many of our readers knew and remember George, 
WA4NBE. He was into just about everything in ham radio. 
He was a very active CW operator in the NTS system and 
handled most of the Melbourne traffic. He loved to teach new 
hams and he taught ‘em right. He was a stickler for operating 
procedures and in his capacity as an OO, he harbored no 
favoritism when it came to chastising someone for violating 
the rules. George loved his QRP and I fabricated a feud 
between George and myself. I would always find a way of 
poking fun at QRP in our PCARS Newsletter. 


I knew that a gang of guys met each week but I didn’t 
realize they set up shop within spittin’ distance of my house. 
I have never really done anything with QRP rigs and I know 
many of our readers are probably in the same boat so I 
thought I would do a little piece on the Joy of QRP. 


It was an uncharacteristically cool April day with a gentle 
breeze drifting off the Indian River; a beautiful day for a 
picnic or just throwing in a line as an excuse to sit back and 
relax. Looking around, I saw that four of the pavilions had 
been commandeered by the QRPers. Outside of each was an 
antenna; there were two verticals, one beam, and one long 
wire. A closer inspection revealed little boxes neatly arranged 
on the picnic tables inside. It was a lot like a scene from field . 
day but in miniature. Most of these radio stations were 
‘*smaller than a breadbox,’’ as Steve Allen used to say. i 


My interest was immediately captured by the station of 
Everett James, K4SYU. He was running an HW8 powered by 
the sun. As you can see in the photo, he has a solar panel set 
up outside the pavilion that provides 12V at 1 amp. Everett 
said that the panel even pumps out enough power on an 
overcast day. He said he could tell when he had exceeded the 
limits of the panel because his transmitter will start to chirp if 
the power gets too low. While chatting with him, he had a 
QSO with KBOJTS in Park Rapids, Minnesota. Everett is not 
a stranger to QRPing either; he’s only been into it for most of 
50 years. ! 


Solar panel provides 12V, 1A - plenty for QRP Rig | 


The portable 
lsoLoop antenna 
gives you the 
freedom to send 
and receive from your apartment, condo or any- 
where zone restrictions apply. Rated up to 150 
watts (10-30 MHz continuous) the |soLoop lets 
you operate your favorite HF band while filling in 
the WARC bands your current antenna may miss. 


The lsoLoop eliminates fooling with dipoles, ugly 


verticals, or ungainly multi-element yagis. No 
need for a ground plane or antenna tuner either. 
Your lsoLoop delivers lower SWR and extended 
frequency coverage because the loop 's isolated 
from the feedline. Your radiated power goes into 
the antenna, not into the shack. 


With no mechanical joints the lseLoop is more 
efficient in offering clearer reception and it 
installs in seconds. The LC-2 Loop Controller 
with signal strength LEDs and 50 feet of contro! 


cable completes the package. 


Versatile, portable, quality built, the IsoLoop 
10-30 HF gives you big antenna performance in 
a small, compact package. There is no better — 
value. Perfect for vacations, field days, 
DXpeditioning. Wherever you are, the lsoLoop 
gives you the freedom to speak. 


To connect with the AEA IsoLoop dealer nearest 
you or for a product sheet, call: 1-800-432-8873 


Advanced Electronic Applications, Inc. 


PO Box C2160, 2006 196th St. SW, Lynnwood, WA 98036 
Sales: (206) 774-5554 


Next I moseyed over to the station of Tony Cclaguori, 
W2GUM who told me he had been into this ‘“‘micro- 
hamming’’ for over 59 years. I didn’t think he was old 
enough to have that many years but come to find out that he 
was 77 years old. He won my prize for the cutest setup. He 
designed and built the whole station, including tables and 
chairs and the whole dang thing when pushed together, 


folded, unscrewed and packed up almost fits into a suitgase. « 


His operation too, is solar powered and he uses a beam 
fashioned out of two mobile whips. I was fascinated by his 
acoustically tuned speaker. It looked like a speaker mounted 
in a piece of PVC pipe. By messing around with it, one can 
make the tube resonant around 1KC. It massaged the audio 
sound much like my +$150 active filter but I venture a guess 
that it didn’t cost quite that much. How much is PVC going 
for these days? 


Tony (W2GUM) is shown seated at his QRP station as the rest of 
the group pose behind him. Standing from | to r are: Everett James 
(K4SYU), Art Brittingham (W4MPT), Howard Redding (N4MZ), 


Ken Ludlow (KB4ERI), Charles Kurtz (W4KMC), 
(KOWQN), and Doug Farnsworth (N4MPD) 
-FLORIDA SKIP Photo 


Tony, W2GUM and his brother Vic, W2VC have been 
very active in QRP in the New Jersey area. They have an 
active group of about 10 people up there that ply their trade 
frequently. Tony and Vic are also involved in 10 GHz CW 
and SSB. They are attempting to break the world distance 
record for transmissions on this frequency. 


Burt Bittner 


Now that I had 109 years of experience chalked up to 
QRP and having only talked to two people, I checked with 
the other guys to see what kind of statistics I was going to be 
looking at. Howard Redding, N4MZ has been at it for 50 
years; Burt Bittner, KOWQN 56 years; Charles Kurtz, 
W4KMC - 54 years; and the really new kids on the block, 
Doug Farnsworth, N4MPD; Ken Ludlow, KB4ERI and Art 
Brittingham, W4MPT all have been at it for 3 to 4 years. We 
had nearly 275 years of QRP experience hanging - around 
Ballard Park. 


According to Art, if conditions are good, they always have 
several contacts. There are other QRP groups, especially in 
Texas and Louisiana, that know they hang out in the park 
every Tuesday so they usually get on the air too. Then there 
was a story of poor Doug, N4MPD who, several weeks ago, 
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contacted a VE (Canada) only to find out that the guy was 
wintering in St. Petersburg (Florida). So much for that QRP 
DX! 


What drives these people in their aspect of the hobby? 
They all were in agreement; to see how far we can get, how 
many we can get, with minimum power. Those guys. were 
doing as good as me, if not better, with my 100 watts and a 
fancy GAP antenna. And by gosh, they are truly portable! 
There aren’t too many hams that can pack up their radio 
stations in their glove compartments and drive down to the 
park for a mini field day. 


I found the whole experience fascinating and probably 
QRP is one of the more unheralded aspects of amateur radio. 
I know it makes me pause to think that making a contact 
using a couple of watts of power off a little stick might be 
more satisfying than snagging someone in the other 
hemisphere using a kilowatt off a multi-element beam at 80 
feet. It sure would be a heck of a lot cheaper too! 


ae 


Note: QRP stations can usually be found on the following 
frequencies: 


15M - 21.060 

20M - 14.060 

40M - 7.040 

80M - 3.560 | | : 


OKEECHOBEE ARC 


The Okeechobee Amateur Radio Club held its second VE 
testing session of 1993 on March 6, Fifteen applicants 
attended this session with eleven upgrading or passing at 
least one element. Of significant note at this session, Robert 
Bennet, WD4DUI upgraded to Extra. This means one of us 
can go on vacation now and again, since he will be the fifth 
Extra Class VE in our community. Also, to those of you who 
lament learning the code and how tough the exams are, Louis 
E. Chester passed his 13 WPM code. Louis started working 
on his Amateur ticket just four years ago. He passed his 
Novice and Technician exams in 1989. Why is this such an 
accomplishment? Louis was 83 years young when he became 
a Ham. Now at age 87, he is on the verge of passing his 
General. In fact, he went to Orlando last weekend (3/27) and 
hopefully is now a full fledged General Class. Amateur. 
Congratulations to all of those who passed, and those who 
tried, especially to an 87 year old em who doesn’ t iy 
it is hard at all. 


The next session at Okeechobee will Be on june §; 1993. 


_ Please send a completed 610 form to: Okeechobee Amateur 


Radio Club, P.O. Box 368, Okeechobee, FL 34973. Walk-ins 
are welcome, but tests are limited and we prefer that you 
pre-register. Make sure you bring picture ID, any relevant, 
original CSCE, the original and a copy of you current 
license. The cost for 1993 is $5.60. ; 


The Okeechobee Amateur Radio Club meets on the ‘fits 
Monday of each month at the Village Square Restaurant on ~ 
West South Park Street. Talk-in is on the repeater, 147.195. 
The business meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 

-submitted by John Veach, KE4D 


HOW TIME FLYS 


It doesn’t happen often, but it did happen. The other 
morning, W4IYT (Andy) happened to overhear a couple of 
guys talking about FLORIDA SKIP. Magic words to my 
ears, I broke into their QSO. Before signing out of the 7250 


QSO, the following old timers checked in to say hello; All . 


W4s, one N4 and one KY: W4HCG (40 yrs), W4NKD (45 
yrs), KY6V (44 yrs), W4IYT (53 yrs), W4GED (55 yrs), 
N4FL (69 yrs) and W4SPG (64 yrs). The “‘yrs’’ equals years 
as licensed operator. 


The way I add it, that’s 370 years and folks, THAT’S A 
LOT OF HAM! 
-73, AC 


COMMENTS ON THE THERIMEN 


FLORIDA SKIP had a small paragraph about the 
Therimen in the April Issue and we got a call from Selwyn 
“*Sel’’ Urband (W8OKW) from Lake Placid, Florida, who 
had some first hand experience with the Therimen; he and a 
friend built one from a diagram that was published in Moog 
Magazine. 


Sel informs me that the Therimen was developed by a 
Professor Karepatoff of Cornell University sometime in the 
20’s. The device was frequently used on radio stations for 
sound effects. Sel remembers it being demonstrated on the 
old Fred Allen radio show. 


For those in the dark about Therimens, it was the first 
electronic attempt to duplicate a musical instrument. The first 
one resembled a cello (in sound). Basically it was an 
oscillator, amplifier, and a loud speaker. 


FCC denies request (ARLB037) 


The FCC has denied a request by an attorney for Richard 
A. White Jr., KA3T, to have his record of correspondence 
with the Commission withdrawn and expunged. 


White was one of eight packet bulletin board operators to 
receive a Notice of violation in January, 1991, for forwarding 
an “‘all USA’’ message which the FCC called a business 
message. 


The NALs required that the PBBS operators explain the 


circumstances of the violation and describe what steps they ~ 


would take to prevent future violations. White, through his 
lawyer, responded to the FCC, who in April, 1991, said that 
no further action would be taken and dropped the 300 dollar 
fine against White since he had stated that no ‘‘all USA’’ 
messages would be sent by his station without prior screening 
to ensure compliance with the rules. 


White’s lawyer sought to have the correspondence 
between White and the FCC removed from his records 
because no action against him resulted, saying that his client 
was entitled to an untainted record free of any question 
concerning the operation of his. station. 


The FCC on March 22, 1993, denied that request, calling 
it ‘‘unwarranted.’’ The FCC said that it does not consider a 
licensee’s file contaminated ‘‘merely by the presence of an 
exchange of correspondence between the Commission and 
the licensee.”’ 


The FCC called the exchange between it and KA3T 
‘*fruitful, in that it shows White as a licensee who takes 
seriously the responsibility for station control.”’ 


Hi- 


Congrats on being new Skip ‘‘Managing Editor.’’ Your 
first effort arrived today and some professional touches are 
evident - Complaint - My old eyes would appreciate a darker 


_ printing. 


M. B. Goldblatt, W4EMB 
Dear Mr. Goldblatt, 


I talked to the printer and he was using his blackest 
black ink. But Ill tell you something if you don’t tell 
anyone else; pretty soon I’m going to start using a whiter 
paper and I hope it will be easier to read. ger// 


PORT ST. JOHN CREATES MORE STIR 
Gerry, 
Re: Letters - April Issue 


Well they moved Port St. John I guess. The’ writer said it 
was located between Merritt Island and Cocoa Beach. When 
I go north from Cocoa, I pass Port St. John but I must be 
travelling in the wrong direction. 


Another interesting fact. Port St. John is not shown in the 
routing guide either but such thriving metropolises as 
Lagrange and Shiloh are listed! 


Of course, I didn’t know that Port St. John was a city 
either. I must be leading a very sheltered life. 
Ted Wallace, W4LJB 


Oh good grief, Laura, WA9VND (see FLORIDA SKIP 
Letter to Editor, April) is lost again. I thought we had her 


_ pinned down. I bet we’re airdropping her supplies and NTS 


messages in the wrong place. ger// 


Ed. Note. Got a note from Don Gehring, AB4HA, 
reminding me of the fact that I got Dave Brower’s address 
incorrect in the April issue. BUT...I received a nice QSL card 
from Don indicating that the FLORIDA SKIP message got 
through! 


Dear Gerry, 


I sure miss the dates and QTHs for the ham examinations. 
We have a lot of young hams up here and want to advance 
but dates and QTH is helpful like you used to have. 


Thanks, 
Pete Codones, KD4UNF 


Well gee Pete, I think it must be a coincidence that I 
printed the exam schedule in this issue. If you sift around 
in the back, I think you’ Il find it. ger// 


NOTICE SNOW BIRDS 


- PLEASE - When you decide to migrate for the summer 
please let us know at least 2 to 3 weeks in advance. When 


you move without advising us, the Post Office returns yo 
SKIP and it costs us 35 cents for each issue. 


- Please help us do a better job for you. Thanks! Editor. 
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Eurs Amateur Rapio > 
2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


OPEN O me 
Bs ICOM 
A WEEK : 


“THE LATESTIN NAME BRAND. 
0, HAM EQUIPMENT” adie 
Ne LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 
DISCOUNT 
ne CLOSE-OUTS dose. 
hs BUY * SELL * TRADE \"%G: 
NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


a (305) (305) 


525-0103 944-3383 


BROWARD bas @ DADE Fax 


USED 


ill EQUIPMENT | 


SPECIALS 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
“SE HABLA ESPANOL”’ 
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euperiig. Dave rower in his 
ye (See April TLORIDA SKIP) 


FLORIDA BBS STATISTICS 


MARCH 1993 
North Florida - Dave Sutherland, NSGMU 


CALL BULLETINS PERS NTS TOTALTYPE 
AA4RU 2168 576 212) 42165 f58 
K4GBB 1261 416 San 2 THOS 
K40ZS 1397 371 6 1774 BS 
KA4GDV_ N/R 

KB4T 1380 724 Perre 211 8 
N4DWY 1823 2413 268 4504 B 
N4GMU =: 907 554 37 1498 BH 
N4JTS 232 236 3 471 B 
WD4HIM N/R 


Total NTS traffic for NFL: 383 
South Florida - Kay Anderson, W8DUV 


CALL BULLETINS PERS NTS TOTALTYPE 
W4DPH 3204 4875 269 8348 BGH 
W8DUV 3017 2774 162 99a BE 
KB4VOL 2714 2471 81 5286 BS 
KP4EDL 3762 648 5 4415  BGHT 
KE2IX 1737 2331 280 4348 BH 
KI4ZJ 2800 572 62 3434 BH 
N4ZIQ 1286 2130 24 3440 BH 
WB2WPA 1605 1540 41 3186 BS 
W4MWP 2063 1055 28 3146 #BGH 
WD8IBY 2307 740 o0.m 31058. B 
KB4GBS 386 4 2765 BS 

K4TKU 280 561 iy 848 GH 


Total NTS traffic for SFL: 1021 


*TYPE B=BBS/Full Serve G=Gateway H=HF Ports 
T=Telink S=Special: Callbook, BBServ, DBServ, ARES/ 
RACES, Satellite ; 


Sysops not yet reporting are requested to send statistics 
on first day of the month to N4éGMU@N4GMU (NFL) or 
W8DUV@WS8DUV (SFL). If you need a Log File Analyzer, 
contact K4GBB@K4GBB. 


SHRINE 
NEWS 


Noble Bill Staples, W4SME AZAN 
Skip Correspondent 


FLORIDA SKIP welcomes a new and worthwhile branch 
of amateur radio to the fold. As with our other organizations, 
we look forward to reporting the activities of the Shrine 
amateurs and the many contributions they make to the 
service and non-amateurs alike. 

NO MAN EVER STOOD SO TALL AS WHEN HE 

STOOPS TO HELP A CHILD! 


Florida Shrine Amateurs in support of the Crippled 
Children’s Hospitals and Burn Centers . 


The Florida Shrine Amateur Radio Association (FSARA) 
was initiated by Noble Duane Adams, N4VDD and Noble 
John Ferguson, K4KBP at the 1989 FSA Meeting in 
Melbourne, FL. FSARA began operations in 1990 with the 
first communications between Shrine Temples in Florida. The 
first President of FSARA was Noble Hank Wells, W1TNE, 
and the current President is Noble Jack Leavitt, KF4WM. 
FSARA meets every Sunday at 1330 Local time on 7236 
Khz (LSB) and ALL Shrine Amateurs are WELCOME ! The 
Shrine Net has the following Temples checking in on a 
regular basis: ARABA, Ft. Myers; AZAN, Melbourne; 
BAHIA, Orlando; SAHIB, Sarasota. EGYPT, Tampa, MAHI, 
Miami, Morocco, Jacksonville and SHADDAI, Panama City 
have also checked into the Net and we hope that they will 
become regular checkins ! Radio Units from each Shrine 
Temple normally provide VHF communications for the Host 
Temple at functions such as Parades, Circuses, Air Shows 
and other Shrine-type affairs. The FSARA May Picnic has 
become a favorite among the many Nobles and this year it 
will be held in an area near Orlando. Tune into the Sunday 
Net for further details. 

Salaam Alikum, es 73, Bill, W4SME 


FLORIDA KEYS ARC 


FLORIDA SKIP got a nice letter and a copy of the 
FKARC BULLETIN from Eva M. Dunlap, KO4RY who is 
the bulletin Editor and is also the ARRL Public Information 
Officer (PIO) for Monroe County. 


We don’t get a lot of news from down that way and 
certainly we would like to hear more. Eva has graciously 
volunteered to be a contact person for activities in the Florida 
Keys. If you have information for FLORIDA SKIP, get in 
touch with Eva Dunlap (KO4RY); 275 Sist St. Ocean; 
Marathon, FL 33050. 


The Florida Keys ARC meetings are held the first 
Tuesday of each month, 7:30 PM. On odd numbered months, 
the meeting is held at the Marathon Library Conference 
Room and on even numbered months, in the Big Pine Key 
Methodist Church. 
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(407) 567-3423 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. __ : _ EVELYN D. GAUZENS 


1639 OLD DIXIE HIGHWAY W4WYR 
P.O. BOX 2806 Broker/Associate 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 - FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 


FAX #407-567-3432 Office: '305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


[4] JACK & JAN BERGSTRESSER 
© 1322 Gillott St. N.W. 


A\ Palm Bay, Florida 32907 
VENECOM, INC. y 407-727-0317 


PlUS __ 1-800.935-PLus 


IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR & AD SPECIALTIES 


"WE PRINT ON ALMOST ANYTHING” 
Clubs, Business Individual Shirts 


KC4FAD @) 2 V KD4FVI 
B. GEE 
ELECTRONICS REPAIR B. ROSUMNY 
ROUTE 1, BOX.1387-A 
P.O. BOX 447 
LEXINGTON, GEORGIA 30648 
706-743-3344 


SPECIALIZING IN BUT NOT LIMITED TO AZDEN REPAIR 
BUY OR TRADE USED AZDEN 
WE SELL POWER SUPPLIES AND ANTENNAS 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - CB 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Miami, Florida 33155 Fax (305) 669-9032 


Telephone Trading Post 


SPECIALIZING IN MARLIN SYSTEMS 


Thomas Mersinger 
CEO 


KB4vax 3069 Northbrook Dr. 
Chamblee, GA 30341 
(404) 939-5086 


SERVICE SERVICE — SERVICE 


JURE HL 


W4PLM 


S71 Ril EK We have been servicing amateur radios reliably and economically — 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. on a national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state- 
of-the-art 8 and 10 pole crystal filters and specific upgrade kits 
for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu products. 

INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND 
398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. COMPUTER, INC. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
1 (407) 489-5609 FAX No. 1 - (407) 464-6386 


ronan oun AEA Ee cr wees Fiorida Custons Plastics 
MARK ROSNER e N4BDZ CUSTOM ENGRAVING 
BROKER — ASSOCIATE KA4HWY _ HARRY and JUNE KEITH 
1-800-346-3859 z 
(305) 921-6610 ENTE ATTA i eee IC ENER EATER 
(305) 923-3333 © DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 
bel ¢@ } 1905 Hollywood Blvd. US 9900 Ulmerton Road No. 56 Wey 
(beimene,] Hollywood, FL 33020 (mrs, Largo, Florida 34641 PHONE (813) 584-6121 


COMPUTER SHOWS 


Compliments Of : &HAMFESTS 
THE PALMETTO IF YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO ATTEND AND WISH TO 


AMATEUR RADIO BE ON OUR MAILING LIST,PLEASE FAX YOUR NAME 


AND ADDRESS TO: (305)748-3509 


EXPRESS YOURAREAOFINTEREST: CD-ROM SOFTWARE, 
OF EN HERE ES CLUB CD-ROM DRIVES, AMATEUR RADIO, X-RATED SHAREWARE 
BSI 26 COMPUTER SHOWS, HAMFESTS. 
SERV TS: ae 
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7890 N.W. 55th Street 
Miami, FL 33166 
(305) 592-0046 


SPEEDWAY 


—eEEE—  _________ + ae 
Banners ; : 

_License Plates, 

Car & Truck Lettering 

———— EEE 


met ear nk KC4WZS S | G N S 


Louls, KD4HRD 


RENT THIS 


SPACE 
Only $75 per Year! 


Contact Florida Skip for Details. 
RENT THIS 


SPACE 
Only $75 per Year! 


Csntact Florida Skip for Details. 


/ 


TA 
as WS 
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Sia ativearts 4 
ba Dn DADA 7 


vepeses oe we 


(TORTI cea OmCEEE CK, 
LF 
KH —“—i~wWR ve a COR fn : 


Sl] PARTNER 


THe 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
Herb PHELAN, N4XZL 
FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 


CORPORATION 
Reshors Since 1957 


BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2BEV 
Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 


WATS 1-800-741-4490 _ FAX (813) 465-9669 


Kal-Tech Electronics 


Tropical Electronics 


Electronic Parts - IC’s - Transistors 
Surface Mount Devices - Components 


@ "Maury" & 


200 S.W. 20th Street - Bay 2 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 


BATTERIES 


*CAMCORDER*RADIO* 
*EMERGENCY LIGHTING* 
*CORDLESS/CELLULAR* 
*SANYO*HOBBY* 
*COMPUTERS*UPS 


Phone (305) 522-5811 
FAX (305) 522-5271 


*NICKEL CADMIUM* 
*GELL CELLS* 
*LITHIUM*LEAD ACID* 
*ALKALINE* 

*CUSTOM PACKS* 


TNR YOUR BATTERY STORE 
279 DOUGLAS AVENUE, #1112 
ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL., 32714 


(407) 682-4311 (Office) (407) 682-4469 (Fax) 
1-800-346-0601 


UTOMATIC 
DANCING 
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Handhelds — Regular SALE 
IC-P2AT 2m HT Special! ... $429.00 299% | 
IC-P3AT 220 HT Special! .... 429.00 339% 
IC-P4AT 440 HT Special!....479.00 339% 
IC-2AT 2m HT Special! ...... 279.00 199% 
IC-O2AT/High Power 2m... 359.00 299% 
IC-O3AT 2.5w 220-HT/TIP.....339.00 279% 
IC-2SAT 2m/TTP Special! ... 389.00 309% 
IC-2SRA 2m/25-905 m....... 589.00 489% 
1C-24AT 2m/440MHZz/TTP.... 469.00 389% Ff 
IC-3SAT 220MHz HT/TIP...... 369.00 309% 
IC-4SAT 440 HT Special!... 409.00 329% 
IC-4SRA 440/rx Special!..... 589.00 479% 
IC-2GAT 2m HT/TIP............. 409.00 339% 
IC-4GAT 440MHz Special! .. 409.00 309%. 
IC-12GAT 1.2 HT Special! ...529.00 419% 
IC-W2A 2m/440 Special! .. 599.00 449% 
IC-X2A 440/1.2 HT Special!.759.00 599% 
IC-21A 2m Hic sate cibce 360.00 299%. 
IC-4iA 440MHzHT................435.00 369% 
IC-W21A 2m/440 HT ........... 589.00 499% 
IC-W21AT 2m/440 HT/TTP.....629.00 529% § 
Aircraft band handhelds — Regular SALE 

A-2 5W PEP synth aircraft HT............... 575.00 449% 
A-21 Navicom Plus Aircraft HT............ 680.00 529% 


oubject ¢ to chee | ] 
| without notice. | 
Please confirm — i 
with salesperson | 
when ordering. | 


HF Equipment 
10-781 Xcvr/ps/tuner/scope 


VHF/UHF Base Transceiver Regular SALE 
IC-275H 100w 2m FM/SSB/CW........... $1619.00 1359 
IC-475H 100w 440 FM/SSB Special! .... 1849.00 1498 
IC-575A 25w 6/10m xcvr/ps Closeout! 1455.00 1099 
I1C-575H 100w 6/10m xcvr Speciall...... 1739.00 1309 


[C-751A 9-band xcvr Closeout!.......$1659.00 1199 
PS-35 Internal power supply............. 239.00 219% 


FL-63A 250 Hz CW filter (Ist IF) ......... 64.00 ee 
FL-52A 500 Hz CW filter (2nd IF)... 124.00 114% | VHF/UHF FM Transceivers Regular SALE 


FL-53A 250 Hz CW filter (2nd IF)...... 124.00 11488 | 1C-28H Sow 2m FMT Mic nnn $399.00 339° | Ei : fe 
FTO eS LUC Wile Seer eer IC-228H A5w 2m FM/TIP Mic cnn 499.00: 269% | amen nears ee 
10-735 HF xovr/SW revi/mmic........... 1169.00 979 | !C-229A 25w 2m FM/TTP mic Closeout!. 449.00 319% | ree AN/EM pocket .. $549.00 4898 
PS-85 eiiedtal Hoek SHON anh 730.00 219% | \C-229H 50w 2m FM/TIP mic Speciall... 449.00 34g | R- 7-1.3GHz AM/FM pocket ... $549. 
AT150 Automatic antenna tuner 479.00 409% | IC-38A 25w 220 MHz FM XCVF.....cc.ce 449.00 379% | R-71A LOOkHz-30MHZz tev0............ 1229.00 1029 
FL-32A 500 Hz CW filter................... 75.00 IC-449A 35w 440FM XCVE/TTP ....ernre 539.00 449% | RC-11 Infrared remote controller....... 77.00 
EX-243 Electronic keyer unit ......... 69.00 IC-2330A 2m/25w/220 FM Speciall ....839.00 639% | FL-32A 500 Hz CW filter -nsnn 75.00 
UT-30 tone eENCOET .....ccscccecseeceseeenen 21.00 IC-1201 10w 1.2GHz FM xcvr Special! .. 869,00 649% | FL-44A SSB filter (2nd IF)... 191.00 174 
,' : Dual band FM Transceivers Regular SALE eC : ie i ee ah 
IC-2410A 25w 2m/440 Closeoutl........$889.00 649% Dice SyNtheSiZel «onesie 


R-72 30kHz-30MHz SW rcvr Special! 1129.00 799% 


IC-2410H 45w 2m/35w 440 FM/TIP....... 949.00 799% R-100 100kHz-1.856CHz AM/FM... 739.00 61935 


IC-3230A 25w 2m/440 FM Closeout! .... 759.00 569% 
10-3230H dow 2m/ 35w 440 FW/TTP. 859,00 719% | R-7000 25MHz-2GHz rcvr.... Special! 1459.00 1099 
Multi-band FM Transceivers Regular SALE Bh 12 Infrared remote controller........77.00 
10-901 50w 2m/35w 440 FM xcvr...... $1089.00 899% | _ TV-R7000 ATV UMit....nnnsenrrnn 


UX-R91A Broad band receiver.units:..:549.00° 459% pir weue: coe: eee wate 
UX-19A LOW 10M UNit... cc csscesesssen 329.00 279% R- 9000 100kHz- 2GHz all mode rec... 5969.00 4929 


UX-59A LOW 6m Unit... eee 379.00 319” | pimited Specials Regular SALE 


: ial! 649.00 499% | 
Fe een aa atte peclat ee G0 ane | IO-aAT 2/440 MUFF... $405. 00-Gne 

papers reine UX-129A 10w 1.2GH2 unit... 599.00 49gss | Includes: FREE UT-50 tone squeich nt ($48 Value). | 

IC-725 HE xeve/SW tevi/ mic... $919.00 769" | Ux-49A 440MHz module for IC-900........ 379.00 319% | 1C-2410H 2m/440 FM/TP......... $949.00 $799 


AH-3 Automatic antenna tuner......... 523.00 449° | |¢-970A 25w 2m/430MHz xcvr/ps........ 2899.00 2399 


10-728 HF xcvr/SW revr/mic Special!..1119.00 839° | \¢-970H 45w 2m/430 MHz xcvr/ps........ 3139.00 2599 
10-729 HF xcvr/SW reve w/6m............. 1449.00 1199 UX-R96 50-905 MHz receive unit........ 429.00 359% 


AT-160 Antenna tuner Special!.........423.00 299° | yX-97 1.2GHz band unit... 1079.00 899% 
HF Accessories: Regular SALE | VHF/UHF Mobile Antenna Regular 
IC-2Kt, HF solid state amp Special! $2159.00 1768 | AH-32 2m/440 Dual Band mobile ant..... $ 43.00 
Ic- AKL HF 1 kw amp w/ps hilepaalelta A raaaRe 7609. 00 6199 VHF /UHF Repeaters Regular SALE 
SP-3 External SPCAKel. 8, Soamearae ls 71.00 RP-1520 2m 25w repeater............000 $2419.00 1999 
SM Desk Microphone... 92.00 RP-2210 220MHz 25w repeater............ 2049.00 1699 
4. SM-8 Desk mic; two cables, scan .......... 96.00 RP-4020 440MHz 25w repeater. ........... 2489.00 2069 
1 AT-500 500w 9 band auto ant tuner..... 631.00 529% | RP-4020/50W 440 50w repeater.......... 2709.00 2249 
AH-2 8-band tuner w/mt and whip....... 836.00 709% RP-1220 1.2GHz 10w repeater.............. 2819.00 2349 


AH: 2A Antenna tuner ee yee only......... 623.00 529% 


(i) AMERICAN 
| wiSA, foico| 


 BReek Toll Free: 1-800-558-0411 — FAX: (414) 358-3337 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY -- 


9710 W. Good Hope Road; Milwaukee, WI 53223 ¢ Phone (414) 358-0333 
AES’ BRANCH STORES 


WICKLIFFE, Ohio 44092 ORLANDO, Fla 32803 CLEARWATER, Fla 34625 LAS VEGAS, Nev 89106 
28940 Euclid Avenue 621 Commonwealth Ave 1898 Drew Street 1072 N. Rancho Drive 
Phone (216) 585-7388 Phone (407) 894-3238 Phone (813) 461-4267 Phone (702) 647-3114 


1-800-321-3594 1-800-327-1917 No Toll Free Line 1-800-634-6227 
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Includes: FREE UT-55 DTMF tone uchice unit, UT-66 
voice synth. and UT-67 tone squelch ($144 Value). _ 


1C-3230H 2m/440 FM/TIP........... $859.00. $7198 "e 
Includes: FREE UT-55 DTMF tone enc/dec unit, UT-66 
voice synth. and UT-67 tone squelch ($144 Value). 


Closeouts/Specials ‘Regular Now 
IC-751A 9-band HF xcvr/SW mx... $1659.00 $1199 
IC-765 HF xcvr Speciall.............. 2919.00 2199 
R-7000 25MHz-2GHz rec Special!1459.00 1099. 
1C-575A 25w 6/10m xcvr/ps.......... 1455.00 1099 
1C-229A 25w 2m FM xevr/TIP........ 449.00 319% 
1C-229H 2m FM xcvt/TIP. Speciall 449.00 3495 
1C-2410A 2m/440 FM xevr............. 889.00 649% 
1C-3230A 25w 2m/440 FM xevr.... 759.00 569% 
1C-2AT 2m HT Special! . ‘es alee . 279.00 199% 


Due to space limitations some ICOM items, especially 
accessories, are not listed. For information, please 
Call Toll Free or see the latest AES® Catalog. 


THE PANHANDLE AT A GLANCE 


-by ‘‘Matt’’ Matthew, KC4RKJ 


Everyone has been commenting on the weather this year. 
It appears that it has been more violent with high winds and 
very violent thunder and lightning storms. 


If this is the start of a wild summer weather pattern, we 
need to really spend some time preparing our stations. Some 
of you may have generators or battery back-up for your 


station. Now is the time to check out your batteries and your 


generators. Do you have one or two extra fuel cans handy? 
For you who intend to take the plunge and convert you 
station to batteries and/or add a generator, this may well be 
the time to do it. 


Many emergency organizations have been working hard to 
prepare for the possibility of a wild summer weather pattern. 


I know that in March, a major meeting was held in Miami 
for all the organizations that potentially will be involved in 
assisting in tragedies such as Hurricane Andrew. All are 
concerned about preparing properly because of lessons 
learned from last summer’s hurricane. All the major 
emergency organizations attended including Army MARS. 
Each organization made their capabilities known so that all 
can be utilized when a disaster occurs. It would be a sad state 
of affairs to have well trained and prepared organizations 
ignored because their presence was not known or recognized. 


Hams are recognized by local, state and federal entities as 
an important part of the relief efforts. It is a sad state of 
affairs that the very people who will be assisted by this great 
resource of volunteers who make themselves available at no 
cost to the government do not understand their value. We 


amateurs supply equipment, to train ourselves so we can 


provide a free service for the good of all. 


I would like to include a paragraph from the ‘‘President’s | 


Page’’ of the -Printed Circuit which is the Tallahassee 
Amateur Radio Society’s newsletter. 


KC4TOC, Kent writes, ‘‘The winter storm that hit on 
March 13 brought an amazing response from the local ham 
community. Several dozen hams from the coastal areas to 
south Georgia assisted in providing information to the 
National Weather Service, utility companies, and relief 
agencies. The communications assistance we provided 
allowed these groups to determine where to concentrate their 
efforts. I want to relay to all of you who helped on that 
Saturday, and the ten days of relief effort that followed, the 
praise and appreciation expressed by these groups for our 
rapid, organized, and helpful assistance, The Red Cross was 
most appreciative of the time and efforts contributed by those 
who helped with damage assessment and food distribution.”’ 


After reading this article it really makes you wonder about 
those uninformed individuals or groups who oppose the 
putting up of antennas. Those antennas may later turn out to 
be the only working communications systems to assist in 
humanitarian and official efforts. We all understand, but how 
to educate the general public is a real problem. They don’t 
read amateur radio oriented magazines nor do they attend 
Hamfests. We certainly don’t get the coverage we deserve in 
the news media often enough to make an impression upon 
the general public. This is an area that needs to be addressed 
by every Amateur Radio Club and operator. 


The Ft. Walton Hamfest was a success. The weather was fF 


good and only a few tables were empty due to the storm that 
had been in the area, At the MARS booth that I was working, 


WA8FON 


I met people from New Orleans LA, Mississippi, Tallahassee 
FL, hams from all over Alabama and even some from 
Georgia. This shows that this Hamfest and the one in 
Pensacola are not just limited to locals or to Florida Hams. 


With this in mind, I would assume that many of you in 
the western part of the Panhandle will be going up to 
Birmingham Hamfest on the 15th & 16th of May. Keep your 
eyes open for more details. I did not see any fliers at the Ft. 
Walton show. 


We hope that Bud Langford (WD4LJY) of Pensacola is 


‘doing better after his accident and that he will be back on the 


air soon. 


NEW NPRM FOR AUTOMATIC 
MESSAGE FORWARDING (ARRLO30) 


-Carl Zelich, AA4MI 
Florida Skip Correspondent 


FCC has proposed establishing a compliance policy for 
amateur stations participating in automatic message forward- 
ing systems to hold the licensee of the station originating a 
message and the licensee of the first forwarding station 
primarily accountable for the content of the communications. 


Because message screening is difficult with these high 
speed, digital technology, automated systems and screening 
at each station in these systems diminishes the advantage of 
high speed data transfer, Fcc proposed licensees of stations 
that only retransmit messages within a high speed message 
forwarding system would not be held accountable for 
communications they forward or their stations retransmit 
unwittingly. 


This is a breading story, so text of the actual Notice of 
Proposed Rule Making, NPRM -FCC 93-153, is not yet 
available. As of press time the comments deadline is not yet 
known. Stay tuned to W1AW for updates. 


HAM RADIO HEAVEN 


AEA @ MFJ @ AMERITRON @ PRO-AM 


DAIWA ® JBLACK @ DIAMOND 
Full line of AZDEN Products 
ICOM - KENWOOD -YAESU 
ARRL Publications 
Antenna & Connectors 


Omar Marc 


Omar Electronics te. 


Rt. 1 Hwy. 81 South 
Loganville, GA 30249 
_ (404) 466-3241 FAX: (404) 466-9013 
We Accept: ® VISA @ MC @ AMEX ® Discover 
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FLORIDA ARMY MARS NEWS 
by Lorraine S. Matthew AAM3PR 


Miami, Florida was the scene of the 47th Interdepartmen- 
tal Hurricane Conference and Army MARS was well 
represented. Chief Army MARS, Robert ‘Sutton was a 
principal speaker at the conference and he was accompanied 
by the Eastern Area Director, Fred Neff. Florida Army 
MARS, in the person of Leo Bloom/AAV4TN, was very 
happy to host our visiting dignitaries. Florida Army MARS 
ASMD, Jim Hamilton/AAT4RD, was on hand representing 
the State of Florida. The fact that Chief Army MARS was 
invited to address this conference indicates that Army MARS 
is being recognized as a national asset in times of emergency 
or disaster. 


After introductory remarks and a brief history of the 
development of the MARS services, Chief Sutton’s presen- 
tation included illustrative materials which were shown as he 
spoke. Excerpts of his remarks follow. 


**As I have stated, the traditional role or, I should say, the 
image of MARS has been its handling of health and welfare 
traffic for the morale of our personnel deployed throughout 
the world. This role certainly continues today. The potentials, 
accomplishments, and capabilities of Army MARS with 
traffic handling can be reviewed by the traffic count noted 
during Desert Shield and Desert Storm. During that nine 
month period, Army MARS processed over 180,000 


MARSgrams and 60,000 radio phone patches for our 
forces deployed in the Middle East. In fact, as I speak here 
today, I am proud to announce that Army MARS is currently 
handling traffic from Somalia, Croatia, Germany, Korea, 
Japan, Central America, and other locations. 


‘‘The handling of health and welfare traffic in support of 
our armed forces is not the primary mission of Army MARS, 
While very important, this activity is designed to provide 
MARS members with training in the routing of formal traffic 
and in handling tactical and contingency field communica- 
tions such as are needed in times. of emergencies. Morale 
traffic handling is the key training mechanism that is 
performed on a daily basis in support of our primary mission, 
emergency communications. 


””.,.As Chief Army MARS, I am specifically directed by 
the Department of the Army to: 


- provide auxiliary communications for military, civil, 
and/or disaster officials during periods of emergency, and 


- assist in effecting normal communications under 


emergency conditions, 


“All other mission related activities of MARS are 
involved, in preparing the organization and its thousands of 
voluntary and military members to carry out the primary 
mission. 


**Specially, the Department of the Army is directed under 
AR 500-60 to develop, coordinate, and disseminate policy to 
provide MARS communications for civil and disaster relief 
officials under emergency conditions. I am here with you 
today to focus your attention on this emergency communica- 
tions resource,” 


Chief Sutton went on to describe the Army MARS 
Management Structure which consists of six primary geo- 
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graphic area world wide with three of those areas being in 
the United States. Each area has its own Area Director. The 
three CONUS areas are subdivided into regions and states. 
Each state has its own State MARS Director whose 
responsibility lies in directing the activities of the MARS 
members within that state. Chief MARS also has a special 
staff who help him in many areas of responsibility. 


‘*Special staff members are responsible for coordinating 
liaison with military, federal, and civilian agencies for whom 
Army MARS can provide emergency communications sup- 
port. The objective in each case is to better coordinate our 
resources and capabilities with the needs of those organiza- 
tions who have a need for our communications support in 
times of emergencies, that is, for you, our customers. 


”’...The strength of Army MARS lies in its ability to 
establish, maintain, and effectively utilize medium to long 
range radio communications using high frequency, as well as 
short range using very high and ultra high frequency, 
capabilities of its military and volunteer amateur Sect 
members, The marriage of these capabilities 


presents a potential of serving a local area as well as 
linking distant geographical areas. 


**...The Army MARS communications system is both 
frequency agile and multi-mode. We have radio frequencies 
assigned throughout the HF spectrum; frequencies to which 
we can move as propagation conditions dictate; and, more 
importantly military frequencies that are not in the amateur 
bands. We also have VHF/UHF frequencies suitable for 
tactical field communications normally best suited for local 
area communications. Depending on the geographical area, 
however, VHF/UHF repeaters have been installed that have 
greatly expanded the range of our VHF communications 
capability.”’ 


Chief Sutton described the fact that Army MARS 
technologies have advanced as the general world of 
technology has advanced with operators using CW, Voice, 
RTTY, Packet, Amtor, and some experimentation with 
CLOVER. . 


Chief Sutton cited two main objectives: 


1. Army MARS exists in the community, is affiliated with 
the Federal Government, and is one of, if not the most, cost 
effective programs in the Federal system. 94% of the total: 
cost of the MARS program is borne by the. volunteer ~ 
affiliates themselves including the repeaters and packet nodes 
and digis that are so important to the efficient flow of traffic. 


2. Army MARS may be able to assist the customer 
agencies directly during a hurricane related disaster (or other 
disaster should one occur). The key is to match our resources 
with your needs. ‘‘The more Army MARS can be written 
into your formal plans and procedure as a potential resource, — 
and we can develop a specific OPLAN designed to meet 
those needs, the more effective we can be in carrying, out the 
mission assigned us by the Department of Defense.”’ 


Two vital points for the agencies at the conference to 
consider are that: 1. Army MARS is in-place and operational 
on a daily basis. 


2. Army MARS has proved its dependability in time of 
emergency. 


‘‘MARS IS PROUD, PROFESSIONAL, AND READY.” 


HAMBAR service, of electronic equipment only, is 
available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-amateurs a 
¢ rate of 10 cents per word, which includes address, call 
sign, etc. Minimum charge for any HAMBAR is $3.00. All 
ommercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per word. 
Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. 
ach HAMBAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad 
ill be published unless accompanied by full remittance! 
e require all HAMBAR ads contain the full mailing 
address, call sign, zip and area-phone number, if any. Make 
it easy for person wanting to buy your equipment. No 
AMBARS via telephone! 


COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 


Full-page $125.00. Half (1/2) page $80.00. One-quarte 
1/4) page $55.00. One-eighth (1/8) page $40.00. Camera 
ready. Lay-out, make-up and typeset fee is extra according 
o size of ad and typeset required for same. 


Deadline for all HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th) of 
each month to 1280 Sarno Rd., Suite 224, Melbourne, FL 
2935. Normal mailing date 25th of each month. Than 
you for your cooperation. 


- Editor 


SELL KENWOOD TS850S, Auto-tuner, up/down Mic, 
manual. Original woner, MINT, $1350 shipped in Florida. 
Lou Totaro, N4YAQ, 508 Oak Lane, Maitland, FL 32751. 
407-831-0298. 


FOR SALE - Kenwood TS-520S. with digital read-out 
(Kenwood DG-5), & remote VFO (Kenwood VFO-520). 


$475.00 FIRM + you pay the shipping. Gerry 
K4LVZ, PH: (407) 679-0976. 


When it comes to showing gratitude, it’s pathetic that man 
is outdone by a dog. 


SELL Easyway Tower Model RBS40. Mosley Classic 33 


Skinner, 


Beam. Ham M Rotor. $350.00 FIRM. Ed Weller K4GYZ; | 


4186 Bob White Drive; Boynton Beach, FL 
407-737-4371. 


WANTED: Filters for Kenwood TS940: YK88C-1 and 
YG-455C-1. FOR SALE: Tektronix 475, 200 MHz dual 
channel scope, $495.00 or trade toward TS-711. Marshall 
Goldblatt, W4EMB; 11801 S. W. 70 Ave.; Miami, FL 33156. 
PH: 305-666-6997 


Disgusted old-timer to friend: ‘‘Ive watched TV grow 
from infancy to adultery.”’ 


RATE CARD INFORMATION 


Stand, apluiies cables and manuals. $500.00 Firm. Henry 
Jablonski, K4FOC, 16551 SW 199th St., Miami, FL 33187 
PH: 305-238-4476. 


Never agree to mediate a dispute between two friends. 
You’ll surely lose one of them. 


FOR SALE - TEN-TEC OMNI V, mint condition, 
includes both SSB & CW filters plus TEN-TEC ELECTRET 
microphone, $1250.00. Phone 407 288-4536. J. S. Matthews 
W40WJ 4341 SW Bimini Cir. N. Palm City, FL 34990. 


FOR SALE - Kenwood TS-430S, MLA2500B Dentron 
Amplifier, Dentron Matching Tuner, 2 meter HT, 440 HT, 
Misc. Ham Gear. Contact: Ray Davis, N4GUK. 800 S. E. 5 
Court; Deerfield Beach, FL 33441. PH: 305 428-0461. 


James Millen Dipper 4 Extra Tubes, looks new. RCA Jack 
connection for frequency counter $125.00. R.E.Mixer enables 
5 MHz scope to see 30-40 MHz $35.00. Josef Darmento, 
W4SXK. 11170 So. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32952. 
(407) 773-0796. 


I wish the super-rich would stop complaining about 
paying taxes - at least until they’ve tried it. 


FOR SALE - Kenwood TS680, $850.00. Antenna Tuner, 
MF] 962C, $200.00. Kenwood MC60 Desk Mike, $75.00. 
Mosley SL33, $300.00. 70’ Rohn 25 Tower w/tilt base and 
top section, $350.00 - w/rotor and controller, $450.00. All as 
new w/manuals, etc. Earl Owens, KD4GOJ. 230 SW 20th St. 
#4: Arcadia FL 21: PH: 1-813-993-1241 


WANTED - News stories about your club or amateur 
activities in your area. Call Gerry 1-800-421-3279 at 


FLORIDA SKIP. 


MANUALS * MANUALS * MANUALS - Recently we 
acquired a great number of operating and service manuals 
such as: AIWA, KENWOOD, YAESU, ICOM, SWAN, 
MIDLAND, TEMPO, ECL, REGENCY, SMR ALDA, 
MICROLOGIC, MOTOROLA, COLLINS, SIGNAL ONE, 
SBE GONSET, LAFAYETTE, NATIONAL, RME, 
PEARCE-SIMPSON, STANDARD, UNIDEN, HOHNSON, 


-REPCO, HALLICRAFTERS, HEATH, DRAKE, AZDEN, 


HAMMARLUND, BANDMASTER. If you need any of the 
above, send a SASE (Self-addressed-stamped envelope) and I 
will check the master list and let you know if we can help 
you. Prices run from $3.00 - $20.00. Send me your SASE for 
a reply. Andy Clark, W4IYT; 41 Lenape Dr.; Miami Springs, 
FL 331665 


SELL - Ranger RCI-2950 10-meter all mode mobile rig. 


10 memory channels. Excellent condition. $175.00. Don 
Meinen; 2926 Larson St.; Kissimmee, FL 34741. Ph: 
407-870-9768. 


-LEARN NEWEST SYMBOLS AND DIAGRAMS. 353 seéLt: Moteres id aad Sipe enue chacent tae ogre shure. 
age hardback book. For novice or graduate engineer, a ready 410-8 moblie/fixed mike, inst. ’  panide 
: ‘bol reference and learnin mide for i ‘Na tia are? 40 &60 TD-2 trap dipole. Requires only 112 feet. Rogesetp ante 
y i H . & 8 ad ss TprtC Bau Factory reconditioned Swan 500 with 112XC PS $275. Swan 
functions. Revied in QST. $12.00, satisfaction guaranteed. ¢x with117 XC PS $325. Swan 270B $225. All plus UPS or pickup. 
K4BJL laridge, Satellite Beach 1 Andy Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr. Miami Spgs, FL 33166 305 


888-3874. Also have Complete TR7 & Yeasu 107M’ Call for detalls. 
SELL: Yaesu FT-101 Transmitter, FR-101 Receiver, 


Dentron Super Tuner, Heath Watt Meter, Heath Phone Patch, At ore &é INS do if with PS HAMBARS! 


Autek QF-1A Filter, Astatic Microphone Mod 10D with 
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Pinellas Skywarn Training 
by Duane, N4SWDH 


Forty-Two Tampa Bay area amateur radio 
operators received Skywarn Spotter training 
March 30th in Clearwater. Robert Balfour, 
Meteorologist in Charge, National Weather 
Service (NWS), Ruskin, Florida told opera- 
tors at the Pinellas County EOC the types of 
weather events that need to be reported to the 
NWS. Operators from as far away as 
Bradenton listened as Balfour explained 
operators should report funnel clouds, water 
spouts, tornados, or wall clouds; hail larger 
than a dime (0.75’’); winds greater than 55 
mph; and rainfall greater than 2”’ per hour. 


Doc Devitt, K9RNC, Pinellas County 
Skywarn coordinator, informed operators a 
Skywarn net will be held on the Clearwater 
Amateur Radio Society’s (CARS) repeater 
system anytime there is a severe weather 
alert broadcast by the NWS in Ruskin or 
when weather radar indicates ‘‘level 4’’ 
thunder storms off the coast or in the Tampa 
Bay area. The CARS repeater system can be 
accessed on 2 meters on a frequency of 
146.970- or the 440Mhz band on either 
444.575+ or 444.150+ and also the 220Mhz 
Band at 224.940 (when the link is establ- 
ished). 


Doc, further stated during the Skywam 
Nets he wants operators to report; 1) what 
they saw or heard, 2) the exact time it 
occurred, 3) where it was seen or heard, and 
4) which way was it moving. He stated the 
parameters described by Balfour are the 
minimum events to report to the net control 
station. He described conditions to indicate 
the wind speed for operators, This informa- 
tion is also printed on the skywarn spotter 
cards that were distributed at the meeting. 


Amateur operators were then shown a 
video on tornados, identifying features of 
these storms and terms used to describe 
them. The video included some footage of 
the October tornado that caused extensive 
damage in Pinellas County. 


Additional operators volunteered as net 
control stations for future Skywarn events in 
Pinellas County. These are Kevin-KD4UYR, 
Paul-KD5JZ, Geoff-KD4GHE, and Dana- 
AJIR. 


Small (1 x 1”) 


Large (4%” x 4’) 
$3.00 ea. or 4/$10.00 


$1.00 ea. or 7/$5.00 


AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS IN FLORIDA - 


COUNTY 


Hillsborough 


Indian Riv. 


All orders must include self-addressed, stamped envelope. - 


White only. Send check or money order to: 


Fla. Skip, P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266 
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UPDATE: 3/4/93 
CITY LOCATION/INFODAY/TIME 


Panama City Info: Al, NZSW 235-0186(Call for schedule.) 
, Acme Lodge2nd Sat in Jan, Apr, 
230 McKenzie AveJul & Oct 9:00 a.m. 
Info: Charles N4DPU 785-0449 
Melboume F.LT. Room Q-113rd Sat 9:30 a.m. 
Info: Bill WB9IVR 724-6183 
Hallendale City Park 4th Thurs 5:30 p.m. 
501 S.E. 1st Avenue 
Info: Norm, K4RBR 823-5437 (eve.) 
Hollywood St. James Epis. Church2nd Wed 7:30 p.m. 
3329 Wilson St. 
Info: Pete, KB4NSA 966-1322 
; Tom, WB4CKY 652-8869 
Sunrise Racal-Milgolst Sat 8:45 a.m. 
1601 NW 136th Ave.3rd Thurs 7:30 p.m. 
Talk-in: 145.270 
Info: Chip, AK4Y 476-8761 
Englewood Elsie Quirk Library3rd Sat 9:00 a.m. 
101 Cocoanut Ave 
Info: John, WD7H 697-7946 
Lecanto Citrus County E.0.C3rd Sat. 8:30 a.m. 
W. Souther St.(odd months) 
Info: Larry, KB9V 489-6465 © 
Naples Golden Gate Comm. Ctr(Given alt. months.) 
Talk-in 147.03 
Info: Donn, 455-5577 
Hialeah Call for location3rd Sat 8:00 p.m. 
Info: Ivan, 829-0602 (eve 7 to 9) 
Miami Dade County E.O.C.2nd Sat 9:00 a.m. 
5600 SW 87th Ave. 
Info: Tom, AL7HW 255-3170 (eve) 
Jacksonville © Ed White High School1st Thurs in 
Info: N4YHS 744-4902Feb, May & Nov 
Spring Hill Springfield High School3rd Wed 6:00 p.m. 
Info: Paul, K4ZC 683-3167 
Brooksville Rm 163 Hernando Gov. Ctr.1st Thurs 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Glenn, AC4QH 799-6755 


Tampa Am Red Cross, 2nd floorLast Thurs 7:00 p.m. 
217 N. Howard Ave. 
Info: Scott, KA4FRO 685-2514 
Vero Beach As Emer Management Conf Rm3rd Thurs 7:30.p.m, 
1840 25th St. 
Info: Roger, KC4NHB 567-3979 
Marianna Info: Jim, K4KHU 482-8144(Call for schedule.) 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR SIGHTLESS 

This NOTICE is to advise all concerned that according to 
Ms. Desaree Stewart of the Library for the Blind, P.O. Box 
2299, Daytona Beach, FL 32015 Phone 1-800-342-5627 that 
FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape each month. These tapes are 
offered for the asking with postage paid both-ways. Miss 
Stewart advised that when SKIP closed down while Ye 
Editor was sick, all SKIP addresses were emoved from the 
computers and now a new list will have to be built up again. 
So if you know of anyone (sightless) who would like to be 
put on this list, write or call and give them your mailing 
address as soon as possible. 


CITY 
Tavares 


LOCATION/INFODAY/TIME 


Talk-in: 147.255 
Info: Paul, K3NON 343-8729 
Tallahassee 
Ocala 
off SE 25 Ave.(exc Nov & Dec) 
Info: Jim, KA2MBE 236-0744 
Ocala™ 
* “Info: AC4KE 687-2883 
Okaloosa Valparaiso 
Info: Hud, KF4BUmo. @ 8:30 a.m. 
Exams given quarterly in ¥ 
Mar., Jun., Sept. & Dec. 
Info: John KE4D 763-8261 (eve.) 
Oleander Rm. at the1st Sat 9:30 a.m. 
Ramada Inn Central 
3200 W Colonial Dr. 
Talk-in: 146.76 
Info: Lou, AC4GB 898-0429 


Okeechobee Okeechobee 


Lake Worth 
Room 101 in Criminal 
Justice Bldg. 
Talk-in: 146.670 


Boca Raton 


5100 Jog Rd (Rm 8207) 

Info: Ron 487-1726 (eve) 

* IBM on Yamato Rdlst Fri 5:00 p.m. 
Info: Pete, WS4G 982-3885 


Dade City 


New Pt Richie 
~ 8744 Government Dr. 

Talk-in: 145.350 
Info: Marv, WC2G 936-7810 
Adult Educ. Ctr.1st Tues 6:30 p.m. 
1510 South Blvd. 

Info: Fred, AA4FG 849-1224 
Dunedin 
1615 Pinehurst Rd. 
Talk-in: 147.150 
Info: Marv, WC2G 938-7810 
Seminole High School3rd Wed 
8401 131 St. North 
Info: Nolan 391-8606 


Seminole 


Fort Pierce 
401 S. 33rd St. 
Info: Fred 340-5661 


mewn} SC eaeam RRO 


B4VOL @ KB4VOL 


Please send additions or corrections to 


‘Lake ARA Clubhouse3rd Sat 9:30 a.m. ; 


Info: Phil, N4IPH 893-2410(Call for schedule.) 
County Comm. ComplexLast Thurs 7:30 p.m. ; 


Green Clover Hall2nd Mon 7:30 p.m. 


Mitchell Bldg Hwy 1902nd Sat of each ODD 


Palm Bch Comm. College3rd Sat 9:00 a.m. 


Spanish Riv. High School3rd Fri 5:30 p.m. 


Dade City High School3rd Tues 6:30 p.m. 
Info: Slim, AB40G 583-2856(Exc. December) 
Pasco County E.0O.C.4th Tues 7:00 p.m. 


Dunedin High Schoollst Mon 7:00 p.m. 


St. Anastasia School4th Sat 9:00 a.m. 


This is no 
LAUGHING matter! 


Doc, W4SME 
.Skip Correspondent 


When ANY Amateur agrees to participate 
in a Registered NTS Net and accepts 
FORMAL WRITTEN Third Party Traffic, 
that Amateur accepts a responsibility! It 
becomes encumbent upon that Amateur to 
make ’’ EVERY ”’ reasonable effort to 
DELIVER the traffic to it’s FINAL DES- 
‘TINATION. Recently, and I say this, unfor- 
tunately, reports have been received by 
ORIGINATING stations that their Formal 
Traffic sent to SOME destinations through 
SOME SELECTED stations was ’’ NOT ”’ 
delivered! The RESPONSIBILITY rests with 
the RECEIVING station DELIVERING the 
message to NOTIFY the ’’ ORIGINATING 
” station, ’ within a REASONABLE period 
of time , via a SERVICE MESSAGE, the 
REASON why the message could not be 
delivered. THIS IS A MUST ( See FSD- 
218) whether the message has ’? HAND- 
LING INSTRUCTIONS ”’ or not! It is 
IMPERATIVE that the Amateur acknowl- 
edging receipt of a piece of traffic follow 
this routine..EXACTLY ! Our REPU- 
TATIONS as Amateur Radio Operators 
providing Public Service Traffic Handling is 
ON-THE-LINE....Lets ALL try to keep our 
IMAGE in the Public’s eye ABOVE 
REPROACH. 


Field Day Bonus 


A new Field Day bonus has been added 
for 1993 to encourage more participation on 
the VHF bands. 100 points can be earned 
by Field Day groups for completing at least 
10 contacts (excluding packet) on any band 
or combination of bands above 50 MHz. 
The first VHF/UHF station does not count 
as an additional transmitter and is not 
limited to making just 10 QSOs; it may be 
operated for the entire Field Day period and 
all contacts (except packet) count for QSO 
points, including the first 10. 
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There are countless amateur radio networks, or “nets,” for short. Some 
nets are designed to pass health and welfare traffic. Others help hams find 
used equipment. There are even nets that give stations a chance to discuss 
other hobbies. Pek) de i ry: 

__ A very special net has been started here in St. Louis. The Gateway to 
Ham Radio club began sponsoring the “Youth Enthusiastic newcomers and 
Student” net in February. The YES net was created to provide a meeting place 
for young hams, students and newcomers to the hobby. Every Sunday 
evening, anywhere from 10 to 20 amateurs check in to exchange ideas in the 
net. St: Louis area hams can take a listen to the 146.94 N@EIR repeater at 8:30 

_p.m., Central time. Everyoneisinvited to take partin the net, but its main goal 
is to give young amateurs a place to meet and get to know each other. 


LE Ga teway President Angie Fischer, KBQHXY, originally came up with 


the idea for a net just for young hams. She then contacted club trustee Father 
Dave Novak, NODN. He gladly approved the idea and introduced it to club 
members. They too eagerly agreed with the idea. 

One question was still left unanswered: where would the net be held? 
Since theclub did not havea repeater of its own, Fischer appealed toSt. Louis 
Repeater, Inc., a club which owns several VHF and UHF systems. The group 
agreed to provide a meeting place for the YES net. 

After some planning and debate, Fischer and Novak, along with Gate- 
way club member Jenny Petersmeyer, KBOIUC, decided on the name for the 
bn-air exchange. 

Since February, the net has grown is size and popularity. Code practice 
and theory classes have been added to help the participants upgrade. 

Young St. Louis area hams are definitely saying “Yes” to the YES net! 
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FLORIDA HAMFEST UPDATE 


Jul 31/Aug 1 
Sept 11/12 
Sept 25 

Sept 26 

Oct 2 

Oct 23/24 
Oct 29/30 
Nov 6 


Nov 20/21 


Dec 4 


LOCATION 
Belleglade 


Lake Worth 


Jacksonville 


Melbourne 


Starke 


New Port Richey 


Titusville 


West Palm Beach 


St. Petersburg 


Eustis 


Tampa 


Okeechobee 


NOTES 

Big Lake Rptr Ass’n Hamfest 
Hamfest and Chicken BBQ 

at Belleglade Marina 

Talk-in 145.450 

FREE Flea at Sunset 

Ridge Park 

A Street @ 14th Ave North 
Talk-in on 146.670 

Prime Osborne Convention Center 
Cor. So. Lee and W. Bay Streets 
Talk-in on 146.76 

Melbourne Auditorium 

625 Hibiscus Blvd. 

Talk-in on 146.85 
Bradford County Fairgrounds 
US 301 and SR 100 

Talk-in on 145.150 


‘New Port Richie Recreation Center 


(Sunday only) 

6630 Van Buren 

Talk-in on 145.350 or 147.150 
FREE! At Arthur Dunn Airport 
Talk-in on 146.910 

Expo Center at South Fla Fairgrounds 


SR 80 just east of US 441 


Talk-in on 147.165 

QCWA National Convention at 
St. Pete-Clearwater Airport Holiday 
Inn 

Talk-in on 145.290 

Lake County Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 147.255 & 442.900 
Expo Hall, Fla State Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 146.940 

Agriculture Center Bldg 

on U.S. 441, 1.5 miles 


_ north of S.R. 70 


Talk-in on 147.195 
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SEND ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO: 
* BILL BRITTON, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. JARDIN ST. HOBE 
SOUND, FL 33455 * 


FLA. SKIP IRON-ON TRANSFERS! 


Large (4%" 


x 4”) 


$3.00 ea. or 4/$10.00 


Small (17 x 1°’) 
$1.00 ea. or 7/$5.00 


All orders must include self-addressed, sianyped envelope. 
White only. Send check or money order to: 
Fia. Skip, P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266 


NOTICE SNOW BIRDS... 


PLEASE — when you FLY North or South, or any other place, 
please let us know at least 2 to 3 weeks in advance. When you 
move without advising us, the Post Office returns your SKIP and 
it costs us 35 cents for each issue. It used to be 15 cents, but 
they increased it over 100 percent. Please help us do a better 


1 for you... Thanks!! Editor. 
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Message from M. LE. “Continued from page c2 
be passing along in future: issues. I. will also be running a 
series of articles by Burt J: - Bittner, KOWQN who is the 
Senior Staff Scientist at the Electromagnetic Research 
Laboratories of Interstellar Ltd. He has some informative and 
useful articles about lightning protection and is another one of 
those world travellers with a few tales to tell. I would like to 
encourage others to shai: their experiences with our SKIP 
readers. 


I guess that will wrap it up for this faith and I want to 
thank all of you for your nice letters and calls. 
ger// 


ORLANDO ARC 
RESCHEDULING HAMFEST 


Due to scheduling conflicts at the present location of the 
Orlando Hamfest (fairgrounds), the OARC will be reschedul- 
ing their annual hamfest in the middle of February. The 
writer found this to be a hot topic of conversation while in . 
Orlando. The opinions seemed to be equally divided; pro and 
con. The ‘‘pros’’ opined that for once they might be able to 
avoid the foul weather that has plagued ti fest the last few 
years. The ‘‘cons’’ groused about a potential conflict with 
Bike Week in Daytona and tramping on other existing 
February hamfests. Also heard a lot of chit-chat that it was 
better at the convention center because it was near tourist 
attractions. That one struck me as being odd. I can’t 
remember a hamfest that I ever attended so I could spend a 
lot of time sight-seeing. Maybe I’m different. 


Pe You alba submit Coe by , 
a a on our toll-free 800 line. A 
jfor sory leads, news items: it th t news 


i ee SKIP 
] 1280 Sarno Road 
| Suite 224 
"Melbourne, FL 32935 
Tele: 2 242-5993 (local) - 1-800-421-3279 


